
M y  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  G r a c e f i e l d  w a s  b a c k  i n  1 9 9 0 ,  w h e n  o u r
e l d e s t  w a s  j u s t  a  t o d d l e r .  M y  w i f e  w e n t  a l m o s t  e v e r y
s u m m e r  w h e n  s h e  w a s  a  c h i l d  a n d  h a s  m e m o r i e s  o f
v i s i t i n g  w i t h  h e r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  f r o m  S c o t l a n d .  W e  w e n t
b a c k  t o  G r a c e f i e l d  t h i s  p a s t  A u g u s t ,  f o r  a  f a m i l y  r e u n i o n
a n d  t o  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  m y  w i f e ' s  f a t h e r ,  w h o ' d  r e c e n t l y
p a s s e d .  W h i l e  m a k i n g  t h i s  l a t e s t  v i s i t  w i t h  o u r
g r a n d s o n ,  t h e  f i f t h  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  o u r  f a m i l y ,  i t  w a s
w o n d e r f u l  t o  f e e l  t h e  w a r m  e m b r a c e  o f  a  p l a c e  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o  h o l d  n e a r  a n d  d e a r  t o  u s .
G e o g r a p h y  n o w  l i m i t s  h o w  o f t e n  w e  g e t  t o  G r a c e f i e l d ,
b u t  w e  d o  v i s i t  o f t e n  i n  o u r  m i n d s  a n d  i n  o u r  h e a r t s .
M e m o r i e s  o f  G r a c e f i e l d  r e m a i n  s o m e  o f  m y  m o s t  v i v i d ;
s w i m m i n g  t o  t u r t l e  r o c k  w i t h  m y  y o u n g  d a u g h t e r  ( o n  m y
b a c k  a t  t i m e s )  a f t e r  a  s i m p l e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  c h u r c h
s e r v i c e ,  c a t c h i n g  a  b a t  w i t h  a  f i s h i n g  n e t  i n  t h e  b i g  r o o m
a t  B e a v e r  L o d g e ,  t h e  P a v l o v i a n  r e s p o n s e  w e  d e v e l o p e d
t o  t h e  d i n n e r  b e l l ,  b u i l d i n g  a  t a r p  c a m p  i n  t h e  r a i n ,
t a p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  e n e r g y  a n d  s e n s e  o f  w o n d e r  t h e  c a m p
k i d s  a n d  y o u n g  c o u n s e l o r s  e x u d e .  T h e  s t r o n g
c o m m u n i t y ,  m y s t i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  t r a n s c e n d e n t  s p i r i t u a l i t y
a n d  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  G r a c e f i e l d  h e l p  k e e p  m e  g r o u n d e d  i n
t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  w e  c a n  l i v e  i n  l o v e  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r ,  p e a c e
i n  o u r  w o r l d  a n d  h a r m o n y  w i t h  o u r  p l a n e t .

D o u g  Y o u n g
G r a c e f i e l d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r  
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a 25% increase in overnight kids camp campers in 2023 compared to in 2022, and we anticipate that to continue
next year beginning with the upcoming return of March Break camp in 2024;
the groups, the families and the adults who came back and enjoyed the camp again this summer having been
away for a while, enjoying the facilities as they are now, while telling stories of the memories they have of past fun
at Gracefield; and 
the many people of all ages who enjoyed Gracefield Christian Camp and retreat Centre for the first time in 2023.

 towards winter shutdown and thank the volunteers who helped to keep us running this summer and those who
help to prepare the site for the winter;
to plan for next summer, in our Children and Youth camps and beyond we strive to take the lessons learned and
make each year better than the last one; and
to find the right ways to steward this camp to be a light for those who need it.

I remember hearing of a youth drop-in centre that picked a wall and encouraged the youth to graffiti it as they
decorated the space. To start the ball rolling the director of the drop-in took a spray can and sprayed “Jesus Saves”
across the wall. A few days later he noticed that beside it someone had sprayed “Moses Borrows”. It’s funny but true,
the whole Old testament borrows from the promise of what is to come. On Thanksgiving Sunday at camp we talked a
little about some of the things that Moses shared in his message to the people of Israel as they prepared to enter into
the promised land. At the end of their time in the wilderness he challenges the people to remember what God has
done. Sadly, in spite of God’s faithfulness it is clear that we as people tend to forget all too often the blessings that
come our way.

With that in mind, I want us to celebrate:

We also continue to work:

Last but not least, we pray for God to raise up the people needed to join the staff, volunteers and donors needed for
Gracefield to continue to grow and fulfil our mission.

Grace & Peace,
Mark Hamilton
Managing Director

We are pleased to announce that we raised $4,015 during the
Paddle-a-Thon this summer!

We are very grateful for the generosity and faithful support of all
those who contributed and volunteered to support the event.


